
Inspire • Empower • Excel 
 

STAFFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
31 Stafford Avenue 

Stafford, Virginia 22554-7246 
Phone: 540-658-6000 

www.staffordschools.net 

Office of the Superintendent 
Thomas W. Taylor, Ed.D., M.B.A., Superintendent 

 

SCHOOL BOARD 
Patricia Healy, Chair 

Susan Randall, Vice Chair 
Dr. Sarah Chase 

Maya Guy 
Alyssa Halstead 

Maureen Siegmund 

Dr. Elizabeth Warner 
 

 

 

 

 

January 16, 2022 

 

 

Dear SCPS Families and Staff, 

 

On Saturday, Governor Youngkin signed Executive Order Two (EO2) and Order of Public Health Emergency One, 

which terminated the Order of Public Health Emergency Ten, rescinded Governor Northam’s Executive Order 

Seventy-Nine, and allows parents of any child enrolled in an elementary or secondary school to elect for their 

children not to be subject to any mask mandate in effect at the child’s school. This Executive Order shall be effective 

beginning at 12:00 a.m., on Monday, January 24, 2022.  

 

Because the most recent Executive Order does not take effect until January 24, 2022, we will continue with our 

current mitigation strategies when we return to school buildings on Tuesday, January 18, 2022. These strategies 

include the wearing of face masks until the EO takes effect on January 24, 2022. In addition, both State law Senate 

Bill 1303 and the federal requirement regarding face masks on all forms of public transportation are still in place. As 

such, anyone riding a school bus is required to wear a mask for the duration of the trip, even after January 24, 2022. 

 

Our employees are still required to wear masks under VOSH standard 16 VAC 25-220-10, though the Governor’s 

Executive Order Six has directed that this be reviewed. Additionally, EO2 states that the “Superintendent of Public 

Instruction shall rescind the Interim Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in Virginia PreK-12 Schools, issued 

January 14, 2021, and updated October 14, 2021, and issue new guidance for COVID-19 Prevention consistent with 

this Order.” At this time, we do not know what that guidance will include or when this updated information will be 

provided to Virginia school divisions. 

 

Our goal remains to keep our students and staff safe and ensure our doors remain open for in-person instruction. Our 

layered prevention strategies have been effective in keeping transmission rates low in our schools, allowing us to 

keep our students in school. These strategies are not limited to wearing face coverings, but also include frequent 

hand washing/hand sanitization, social distancing, proper contact tracing protocols to include quarantine and 

isolation practices, updating our air purification systems, and deep cleaning measures. We also continue our daily 

health screening and ask that all individuals stay home when they are sick.  

 

This year has been one of tremendous tumult for our students, staff, and families. We must recognize that constant 

change and uncertainty are difficult for some to process, and that consistency must be maintained to the greatest 

extent possible. To that end, our promise to you is that our children will continue to receive the highest quality 

education, support tools, and educational resources available. We will continue supporting our staff and providing 

the tools necessary to adapt to these new guidelines and procedures. We remain committed to the emotional well-

being of every member of our learning community, and to the responsibility of providing the highest quality 

education possible for our students. 

 

http://www.staffordschools.net/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/74---eo/74---eo/EO-2---School-Mask-Mandate-Executive-Order-Exception.pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+SB1303
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+SB1303
https://www.doli.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/VAC-16VAC25-220-Virginia-Standard-10.6.21-Current.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/74---eo/74---eo/EO-6---Keep-Virginia-Open---COVID-Workplace-Standards.pdf
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We expect more information about the implementation of the Governor’s Executive Order later this week and will 

share that information as soon as it is available. Thank you for your continued support, flexibility, and grace.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Thomas W. Taylor, Ed.D., M.B.A. 

Superintendent 


